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The tree of life was also used in genealogy as a symbol of the
family’s branches.

Planting a guardian tree as a symbol of the property’s prosperity
is an old tradition with pagan roots. In later times it has acquired
a more symbolic character associated with the property, but it is
mainly ornamental.

In older times, leaf-bearing branches and twigs were commonly pol-
larded for winter fodder for animals. Ash and willow particularly
were used as feed for goats and sheep. For cattle and horses, leaf
fodder was used mainly when there was a shortage of feedstuffs.

Few trees have been used for predictions about years to come as
much as the rowan. In Sweden, it was said that an autumn with
plenty of berries would give way to a severe and snowy winter.

Elder was a veritable medicine cabinet for all sorts of ailments, and
was therefore commonly planted close to the house. Furthermore,
an elder close to the house was considered to keep goblins away.
The elder’s excellent qualities have been known in most cultures,
from antiquity to the Middle Ages.

From wood floor to parquet floor

The first “floors” were just trampled down earth or clay, and they
were not uncommon in Sweden and the Nordic countries right up to
the end of the 19th century. Flat stones were sometimes used, per-

haps to keep out the damp. A later development was to lay wood in-

stead of stones directly onto the ground. The floor joist system was
developed to escape the damp ground and the worst of the cold.

A number of widely spaced logs, often split, were laid directly on the
ground, and rough planks of spruce were laid on these logs. Spruce
was used for the floor because it was light in colour. This construc-

tion was not connected to the walls, to make it easy to replace

planks attacked by rot. The floor planks were usually naturally nar-
row, and laid alternately root end to top end. The floor planks could
also be laid directly on sand. In buildings constructed in this way,
the cornerstones supported the building.

In the brick or stone buildings constructed in later times, the foun-
dations had to carry the entire load, which made raising the floor
joists off the ground obvious, and the foundations were used to
accommodate the floor joists. The crawl space foundation had be-
come reality. This construction also became common for simpler
buildings, and is called a suspended timber floor. The floor boards
were still mainly spruce, but they were more slender.

Floors were more prominent in old buildings than they are today,
partly because at that time nearly all furniture was positioned along
the walls, and partly because carpets and rugs did not begin to be
used in Sweden until the middle of the 19th century. Spruce floors
are not particularly durable, and they warp considerably. Oak was
therefore used in houses owned by the gentry. It was harder, and
also conferred a certain status on the owner.

The first “proper” parquet floors were manufactured in France as
early as the Middle Ages. The oldest known patterned wood floors
in Sweden date from the 16th century. In the middle of the 18th
century, parquet floors came in chequer patterns, presumably an
influence from French carpenters working on the Royal Palace in
Stockholm. Parquet floors became increasingly common in Swedish
homes from the early 20th century. In 1941, Kahrs was granted
the first patent for multi-layer parquet. This was based on its patent
for laminated doors, which was developed to achieve a flat, rigid
product.

The cores of Kahrs floors are made from coniferous wood. We
currently use only hardwood for manufacturing the surface material.



Did you know...

The world's tallest trees are the North American conifers — the
giant sequoia, the Douglas fir, the giant silver fir — and an Australian
eucalyptus.

The world's tallest tree in 2006 was said to be a Sequoia semper-

virens (Hyperion) at 115 m, growing in Redwood National Park,
California.

The world’s tallest broadleaf tree is Eucalyptus regnans at 110 m,
which grows in Styx Valley, Tasmania.

The world’s largest tree is the Californian giant sequoia General
Sherman. It is 84 m tall, with a circumference of 31.3 m and a
diameter of 11.1 m.

Trees in Europe can reach heights of about 100 m, and many are
more than 1000 years old.

The most famous tree in Sweden is the Rumskulla Oak, near
Norra Kvill in Smaland. It is Sweden’s thickest and oldest tree.

[t measures 14 m in circumference at its foot, and is about
1000 years old.

The Ginkgo Biloba tree is considered to be the missing link
between conifers and deciduous trees.

Pine groves offer ideal conditions for finding fungi such as
slippery jack, russula and fly agaric.

Ash grows generally in Europe apart from Finland, Portugal and
Ireland.

The buildings in Venice were built on alder or Siberian larch piles.
Granhult church in Sméland is one of Sweden’s oldest surviving
wood buildings. It dates from the 1220s.

On some ash trees, all the flowers are male, on others all are
female. Some trees have both male and female flowers.

Thin slices of spruce, known as shingles, were used to cover
roofs before tiling became common.

Scrubbing brushes can be made from thin spruce roots.

Each rubber tree can yield up to 4 kg of latex each season.

In the past, hides were prepared with tanning agents from the
oak and the spruce.

The world’s first underfloor heating system for wood floors was
invented in Korea. The system was based on smoke (and hence
the heat) being led in under the wood floor, before leaving via the
chimney on the opposite side of the building.

The oldest tree ever known was a pine (Pinus longaeva) 5100
years old. It grew in Nevada, USA, but has now been cut down.
The oldest living tree is a pine in California that is thought to be
4700 years old.

Beech originally meant simply wood. Runic characters were cut
into thin beech strips (bokstav in Swedish), and the Swedish word
for letter is still bokstav.

Johan Gutenberg discovered that pieces of beech made marks
on white paper and invented the art of printing.

In England, ash wood and bacon were thought to be able to
remove warts.

The ancient Romans took wreaths of lime bast to feasts, con-
vinced that they would be able to prevent food poisoning.

It was thought that children with rickets or other serious diseases
could be cured by being pulled through holes in a tree, often a
maple.

Robin Hood used yew for making bows. The wood for the bow
should be cut so that it includes both heartwood and sapwood.
This produced a bow that was both strong and flexible.
Originally, alder was used for making clogs, but today mainly
birch is used.

Hard maple was once also used for the heels of high-heeled
shoes.

The ancient Roman Pliny the Elder used ash leaves to drive away
snakes.

The oak grows for 200 years, lives for 200 years and dies for
200 years.





